National Clearinghouse for Poison Control Centers.
The Clearinghouse was originally conceived to coordinate information flow among the then few Poison Control Centers. Services were to be provided through the state health departments where complete control over the individual state's poison centers was to reside. No authority to establish or regulate centers, or to set standards for staffing and operation of centers, or to designate regional centers was granted. However, growth in the numbers of centers, more sophistocation in the state of the art, more demands for product and human experience data, calls for research support, regionalization, standards setting, competency testing, and others has led to an increasing call for more and more Clearinghouse involvement in the entire poison control program. Though staffing and funding remains fairly constant, the Clearinghouse hopes to be as involved and to provide as great a service as possible to those involved in clinical toxicology and poison control.